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DAY BEVENING.

TS CAMPAIGN IN VIRGINIA.
THE GREAT EATTLE.

MR. STANTON'S DISPATCIIES.
WasaINGgTON, May 8—9 P. M.—Major
Goneral John A Dix, New York: We are yet
without any official dispatches from the Army
of the Potomae, exceps those reierred to this
morning from the Medical Director and Chief
Quartermaster, and nothing additional hss
Leen received by the Dz2partment from anvother
SOUree. )

A part of the wounded arrived in ambu-

ces this merning at Rappahannock Station,
and are on their way by ratlroad. The Devart-
went will probably receive dispatches by that
Gain, which will arrive here to-nigbt.

A dispatei from Gen. Butler just received,
ond which lefc him yesterday, states that o di-
version has beeu made by bhis forces om the
vmilroad between Petersburg and Richmond,
and had succeeded is destroying a portion of it so
as to break that connecticn, That there had
Leen some severe fighting, but he had succeed-
ed. He heard from 5 Rebel deserter that Gen.
Hanter was dangersusly wounded. Pickett
olso. Jones and Jenkings were killed,

Nothing later hos been heard frotw Sherman,

[Signed] EpwiN M. STANTON,

. Secretary of War,

YV asminaToN, May 9, 10 45 A M.~
Major Gen. Dix: We have intelligence this
morning, by scouts direet from the army, as
late 25 Saturdsy evening, but no official re-
ports. The general results may he stated asa
guccess to ouYr arms.

The fighting on Friday was the most desper-
ate knowa in wodern times. 1 ly regret
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1o soy (hat the country will have to mourn the
death of that accomplished soldjer, Brigadier
General Wadsworth, who was struck m the
forehzad by 2 ball, at the head of hiz command
while leading them sgainst one of the enemy's
strongest positions. kis remains are in our
hands, in charge of Col. Shatpe. Gen. Webb
was wounded. General Jones, of the Rebel
army, was killed.

The condition of our army

be most adwmirable. Their eool, determinad |
courage has in every instance proved £00 much
£,¢ the desperate fury of the Lcbels, who have
been driven at all points, There has been no-
straggling. At the latest accouuts Hancock
ras pushing firward rapidly by the Spottsyl-
vania Uourt House, and yesterday heavy ean-
nonading was heard at Aquia Ureek from that
direction until 3 o’clock.

WasgINgroN, May 9, 11.30 A. M.—To
Major eneral Dix: 'U'his Departmert has just
recvived from General Butler the official report
of Fenoral Lee of the operationson Friday.  He
says their lossin killed is not large, but they

is represented o

' were repuised each time.

2d many wounded.
* 1le “-grieves to announce that General Long-
street was severely woandsd, General Jenkins
Lided, and General Pegrawm badly wounded,
on Kharsday, and that 16 is supj nsed (General
StaFord will recover.”’

ilo thanks a merciful God thatevery advance |
on Goneral Graut’s part has been repuised.—
He states that our forces attacked them aond
_caused some confusion, ' \

General Wadsworth’s body fell into their |

hands, but our report this morning staies that
it is wow‘1n our possession, under charg? of
Uolonel Shorpe, as stated in my dispateh this
morning. The helief here 1s that Lizut. Gen-
eral Grant is achieving a complete victory.
~We have lost some prisoners. One regiment, !
the Gth ' Pennsylvauia ILleserves, charged '
through an avattis of the ensmy, bul were un-
able (o get back, and the most of them were 5
captured. We have also taken a large nuniber t
¢ priscaers, supposed to be more than we lost. '

The woundedi bad not yet arrived at the

[

point where traias were to veceive thew. The T M. says: “"The most terplide

Medical Director reports that a large propor
tion are slicht wounds. Artillery was not
used on either side the first two_days.

There is nothing later from General Butler
than the dates of my last dispaten.

General Sherman was heard from last night.
Io had been all day reconnoitering the enemy’s
snd wonld attack himn to-day.
Epwin M. STANTON,

Secretary of YWar.
Wasnrxaroy, May 9—4o'clock ¥ M.—To

Major General Diz, New York : Dispatchas

1y

position,
[Signed]

have just reached here, direct from Generzi
Grant. They are not fuily deciphered yet, but

he is on to Richmoend. We have taken 2 000

nrisoners. A bearer of dispatches from {zen,
Meade's headanarters has just reached here,—
e states that Lee's army commenced falling
back on the night of Friday. Uur army com-
menced the pursuis on Saturday.

The Rehels were in full retreat for Richinond
hy the direet road. Hancock passed through
Spottsylvania Court House at daylight. Our
headquarters ai noon yesterday were (wenty
miles south of the batidle-field. We occupy
Fredericksburz. The 221 New York cavalry
accupied that plzce at § o'clock last night.—
The depot for our wounded is established at
Fregercksburg.

| Sigoed] E. M. StaxToNn,
Sceretary of ¥War.
The Washineton Chrouicle of (his mornin g
says that “Hanceck with the 24 eorps, pi=sed
throvgs Spoutsylvania Court House on Sunday
morning ot daylight.”

The following note was read in the Senate of
the Usited States yesterday.

[ have heard from Generals Grant and
Meade. They are on to Richmond.  Lee 1s 1u
tull retreat, and Hancock, Sedewick, Warren,
and Burnside are close on his heeis,

K. M. Stantox Secretary of War,
Prom the Northern papers and thelr corres-
Oae wri-
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nondents we extract the foilowing:

ier says: .

very severe, with skirmishing only on Batur
day. Lee's first onset was made upon the

he then feil upcn the centre
the right, where the hardest
liere the Confederates
lines twice, but
ilaucock's corps
charged back twice, snd at one time entered
that portion of the Confederste entrepchments
commanded by A. P. Hill, but was compelled
t0 fall back. Seywour's division of flancock’s
corps was badly cut up. Generals Wadsworth
and Bartlett were badly weunded, the former
having been knocked off his horse by a spent
winnie ball.  The anmber of Federal wounded
is reported at about ten thousand; the killed
at two thousand.”’  Another correspondentof'a
New York paper writes: ‘"Friday closed upon
o terribly hard fought field, lse's tacties of

throwing his whole army frst upon one wing
and then upon another haveagain been brought
to bear, but the Avmny of the Potomac has re-
pulsed the trmendous ovuslavght. The first
attempt was made upon Hancock’s 24 corps,
which stood its ground. Then the Conlede-
yates hurled their battalions upon Sedgwick's,
and once or twice gained & tewaporary advan-
tage, but the veterans rallied, and the Conied-
erates were repulsed. :

About half past four o'cleck, P. M., Lee
made a feint aitack upon the whole lige, and
then suddeuly fell with his whoie force upon
Sedgwick, driving him back temporarily, but
the advantagé gained was soon regained, and
the Coufederates weve again huried back.
: Night now cams on, and it was believed at
headquarters that Loe had withdrawn from
tce iroat. ‘The nature of the ground had
hoen of a terrible character, most of it so thick-
ly wooded as to render movements all but im-
nossible, and to conceal entirely the eperations
of the Contederates.

A'he loss on both sides is very beavy,

‘Another letter, dated Wildernsss, Friday
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drew from his front.

Quar losses have been heavy, but our amy
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cess, It hias bafiled al gy
the Confederates,

The almost 1u penctrabie wonds with whisy
the battle around is coverad enahled the Csn.
federates to conceal their movements Wost
perfecily until the very mowment ot cxes
cution.'”’ . )

An “Yeye witness’ in a New York nape
writes as follow “Or Thursdar the army
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The wounded of the Army of the Yotomic
are to be taken to Aquis {lreek. A po
of the Federal Army occupied Frederiskstt?
on Sunday night. Yesterday evening, a7

spgened YAl

two hundred Federal wonnded

ghat routt

ington from Aquia Creek., The wounts i
ali of a comparatively slight character, as tot
Serious cases were not sent Up, 0Wil3 to the
difBeulity of traveiling. :

A large number of the woynnded are E?Ei?i'-‘l*'i-"
e} to veach this place and Washinglon Im':f;l‘;

and to-morrow. Lhe following aispatcd
Gep. Meade is published this mormies:
Hg'rs. ArMY OF TilE PoToMasl, |
May 8. 186+ )

Hon. E. M. Stanton, S:vratary of W, Woshington i AR
[ have ordared the establishwent of 3 %J'«-:f
pital at Fredericksbnrg fov the wounicd
: rwelye thousant )

this army, estimated at th 3
desire that medical officers, sbulances; JU*
supplies may be sent there at onee, 25 reques’
ed by tire medical airector in 2 digpates to =F
Surezeon General. .
i Qro. G. MEADE
Major General Lo matdinge
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